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Kimono .

USING THE BEAUTIFUL FABRICS OF HER HOMELAND MAOKO
CARROLL CREATES ONE-OFF ACCESSORIES AND HOPES EACH
FINDS ITS DESTINY.

NORDSE Perniny Harrison PICTURES

aoko Caroll sits on the floor of her living room

surropunded by squares of fakdic. There are pieces of

gilk kimorog in jewal-like hues; indigo coltons with

nch inky fones; and the siurdy natural wesave of sacks
once wsed for straming sake.

When it comes to fabric, Maoko happily admits she could talk
for hours. "Of course, growing up in Japan, | didn't appreciate the
varigty of fabrics and the different weaves from different districis. |
was more interested in the westem-style dressmaking,” she said,
| o realise just how Deautiful these fabrics are. The sitks are
rrade on g Il island. called Oshima, where they use soil to
dye the fabrics. And the indigos have been made fraom indigo
leaves. Sorme of therm are faded and worn now, as they were once
Japaness workers' aprong, but thene is a real baauty in that 1o

With [he delicate skl of an artist, Maoko pieces togather
fabrics in varving colours, fextures and patlems to creats axouisite
ona-off handibags, satchels, loles and libvary'shopping bags,
witich 2he sells al markets around Melbaumse,

s & skill she leart from an eary age, watching her mother
senw Slothing and knit jumpers in her home city of Yokohama, near
Tokyo. "My mum knitted all my jumpers and dresses, so | grew up
sumounded Dy old and new materlals, colourdul fabrlcs, threads
and buttons,” Maokea recalled. *1 can still remermber rmy fiest
creation, when | was sig | sewed colourful little buttons arownd a
litthe towed, ke a doiky,

‘| have atways liked to saw, or do knitting and arafl, | find when my
hands and fingers are busgy, my mind is really calm.”

Kangaroo Ground iz a long way from Japan, where Maoko's
parents still lve, bul she savs she can feel har mother watching
ner as she saws. acvising Rear on tabric selection and praising her
fine slitches.

“With two young children (Nathan, &, and Poppy, 4}, | hadn't had
the chance to sew for such a long lime," she said. "But whan |
started again, it was such a shock. It was like | had gone Dack 1o
my former self and all the mamonies, sounds and visions from my
chitdnood came back and | could feel rmy Murm holding my hands
from ehind and haeiping me again.”

Maoko expiains that she ended up in Kangaroo Ground after
meeting and marrying her Australian husband, James, in London
“We wanted our children to have a lot of space and nature, and an
enchantad garden to run around in,” she said







While she confeszes she 1= not an ‘animal person’, "l grew up
in & concrate jungle, " she said with a laugh. Maoko has embraced
country Inving and is the proud owner of a jersey call (Moo Moo)

and a salection ol hens and roosters. During her time at Kangaroo
Ground, she has deall with 2 mouse piague, an agoressiv
oostern, he death of a beloved cow, Sally, and road flooding

With har children al the local primary school and kindergarsn
the nead for fexible working hours saw Maoko pick up her sawing
neecle again and she stared to create her bags under the
gk Jamanapo, 8 lovely combination of letters from her family
membears” firsl namsas

The bags, adormed with vinlags butlons and buckles, and
linec with complementary fabrics m guitky patterns, have been
an instant success, and Maoko has had orders flowing in from
market-goers and shops, While she is surprised and overwhelmed
at the response, Maoko is also touchead by the affinlty buyars have
far Japan
“It s been lovely meating all these people through marksts,”
she said, “and |'ve found that evenyone who has bought one of my
bags has some connection with Japan, whather they visited Lthens
once or hosted an sxchange student. 5o | feel like | am receiving
the benefits of other Japansse pedple’s gocdness, and | am quite
thankiul for that.”
But even though she has two sager helpers in her childran
Maoko says production s slow "It is very hard at the momenl,
bacause | spand 50 many hours working on each bag and |
do everything, from sewing on ballons 1o writing swing tags.”
she said. "l do like to put so much efion o every Dag though,
thinking of s future cwner,’
With this in mind, Maoko includes on each of her bags &
angravad with her logo and sewn on with-a red thread. "In
Japan, wa believe avery child is bom with a red thread lied around
their pinky finger, Thair othar half in life has the other end of the red
{hread Hed 1o their pinky finger. | use the red thread in the hope
fhat my créations find thedr destined owners.”
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